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Topics 

 What are food trucks? 

 Why is the City studying this? 

 What are the challenges? 

 What are other cities doing? 

 When will this study be completed? 





What are food trucks? 

 

 

A vehicle from which 
food is sold, typically 
from a take-out counter 
built into the vehicle.  



What are food trucks? 

 

 



What are food trucks? 



Why is the City studying this? 
 Inquiries from the 

public 

 Existing regulations 
don’t clearly address 
how food trucks 
operate and where 
they can locate 

 Goal: Develop location 
and operation 
requirements 

 



Current Regulations 

 Public Park: Not allowed  

 Public Street: 10-minute rule 

 Private Property: 

 Use Permit if selling to the public regularly (ex. Food truck in shopping 
center) 

 Temporary Use Permit for one-time event (ex. Company picnic) 

 No permit for private catering (ex. Employee lunch) 

 Community Events: Special Event Permit  

 Business License Required 

 



What are the challenges? 

Food Truck 
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Private 
Property 

Constraints 

Pedestrian 
and 
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Safety 
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and 
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State Law 

Enforcement 



What are other cities doing? 

 

 

 New Permitting Process 

 Guidelines for Existing Permitting Processes 

 Time Limit on Permits 

 Limit on Number of Permits Issued 

 Limited Locations  

 Limits on Truck Size 

 Operational Standards 

 Street Parking Limits 

 

 

 



When will this study 

be completed? 

Planning Commission 
Public Hearing 

Recommendation 

 
October 22, 2012 

City Council 
Public Hearing 

Decision 

 
November 20, 2012 



 

foodtrucks@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us 

(408) 730-7437 

foodtrucks.InSunnyvale.com 
 

Rosemarie Zulueta, Project Planner 

 


